
ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2025,
MUNICIPAL AND INTEGRATION
COUNCIL ELECTIONS WILL BE

HELD.

OUR DEMOCRACY -

OUR ELECTION

YOUR VOICE MAKES THE
DIFFERENCE!

HOW THE INTEGRATION COUNCIL ELECTION WORKS



THE INTEGRATION
COUNCIL

OUR ELECTION

QUICK
EXPLANATION



THE INTEGRATION
COUNCIL

WHO CAN VOTE?

YOU CAN VOTE IF YOU MEET ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING CRITERIA. YOU:

are a foreign national
became a German citizen through
naturalization
were born in Germany to foreign parents
have dual citizenship (German + another
nationality)
are an ethnic German repatriate/late
repatriate
are a non-German EU citizen



THE INTEGRATION
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WHO CAN VOTE?

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:

YOU MUST:

be at least 16 years old
have been legally residing in Germany for at
least one year
have your primary residence in Cologne by
August 29, 2025, at the latest

As a person eligible to vote, you should normally
receive a notification of election (from August 16,
2025).



IN CASE OF
NATURALIZATION

PLEASE NOTE

PLEASE NOTE REGARDING NATURALIZATION:

If you have been naturalized in Cologne, the city
usually already has your data and you will be
automatically entered in the electoral register.

If you have been naturalized in another city, you
must register in the electoral register by August 29,
2025.

How do I register to vote?



ELECTORAL REGISTER

HOW TO REGISTER?

REGISTRATION IN THE ELECTORAL REGISTER

Wait until August 24: by then, election notifications
will have been sent out by mail.
If you receive a voter notification, you are eligible to
vote

If you do not receive a voter notification, contact the
election office immediately to inquire why you did
not receive one
Call: +49 221/ 221 34567 or send an email to:
wahlamt-fortschreibung@stadt-koeln.de



ELECTORAL REGISTER

HOW TO REGISTER?

ENTRY IN THE ELECTORAL REGISTER

After you have called or emailed the electoral office:
The electoral office will email you an application form for
entry in the electoral register (if you are not already listed)
→ You must complete and return this form by August 29 at
the latest!

Please note:
You must enclose your naturalization certificate, birth
certificate, and proof of identity with the application.
After August 29, 2025, you will no longer be able to
register on the electoral roll!

You can also submit all documents by mail (copies only!):
Election Office of the City of Cologne, Dillenburger Straße 68-70, 51105
Cologne, P.O. Box 10 35 64, 50475 Cologne
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WHO IS NOT ELIGIBLE TO
VOTE?

YOU ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IF YOU:

are an asylum seeker or have a tolerated stay

are a foreigner and exempt from the Residence
Act (e.g., diplomat)

are a member of a foreign embassy or
international delegation (also applies to family
members)

have been legally excluded from voting (e.g.,
after a serious criminal offense)

only have German citizenship and no
international family history



THE INTEGRATION
COUNCIL

WHY DOES IT EXIST?

THE INTEGRATION COUNCIL EXISTS BECAUSE:

According to the Local Government Act of North Rhine-
Westphalia, an integration council must be formed when there are
5,000 or more foreign residents.

IN COLOGNE, THE INTEGRATION COUNCIL IS:
the representative body for all migrants and people with an
international family history
an advisory body for the city council
the driving force behind equal opportunities and participation
made up of representatives from the migrant community who
work on integration issues together with council members
appointed by the city council

AND:
It is directly elected (you elect a specific person directly to office
– not through a party, but with your vote for one person)
Elections are held every 5 years, approximately at the same
time as local elections
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WHAT DOES IT

ADVOCATE FOR?

THE INTEGRATION COUNCIL ADVOCATES FOR:

Equal participation – politically, socially, and culturally
Intercultural openness in city administration
Sensitivity to racism and discrimination
Municipal voting rights for non-EU citizens
Dignified accommodation for refugees
Promotion of migrant organizations and centers
A realistic picture of migration – with opportunities and
diversity
A Cologne that includes everyone

This is new
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NEWS

THIS IS NEW:

The Cologne Integration Council is expected to be
renamed.

In future, it will be called the
“Committee for Equal Opportunities and Integration.”

This name change is part of an initiative to standardise
the names used in many municipalities in North Rhine-
Westphalia.
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